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[Abstract:] Annual Settlement expected to be satisfactory... 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 
June 16, 1883 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Superintendent. 


Sir; 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of 13th inst., desiring every 
effort made to secure not only a satisfactory settlement at the close of the fiscal year, but to have 
the department in thorough condition to commence work after the settlement — calling attention 
to the importance of doing the work at the least possible cost to the Government, and inquiring 
whether the force employed is in excess of the requirements of the service. 


In view of the very close work shown to have been done in this department by the annual 
settlements for a number of years, and especially since the year 1866, I recognize the desire you 
feel to keep up the reputation gained, by making settlements so far within the legal tolerance of 
wastage, as to dissipate the least appearance of negligence, in carelessness in the work, and I 
always feel at this critical testing period some anxiety lest through a possible mishap, totally 
unexplainable, the loss will be greater than former working warrant. I find this feeling extends 
through a great portion of the department, and it is especially gratifying to know the earnest 
welfare and interest manifested throughout the working force employed, to handle the precious 
metals with such care and watchfulness, that almost every particle can be saved. Former 
settlements have been received by the force employed with as much gratification and 
satisfaction, as I could possible express, myself, and this hearty feeling of interest — this “esprit 
du Corps”, is highly commendable to the parties concerned. You may rest assured therefore that 
every effort will be made to make a satisfactory settlement. 


I am now arranging to have all parts of the machinery, and appliances put in order 
immediately after the annual settlement, so as to be in thorough condition to commence work 
early in July. 


The male force employed in this Department, is scarcely adequate to the work required. 
Absence of any of the men, for any cause whatever, puts upon those present a great deal more 
work than was formerly necessary. Some relief in this direction would be a matter of 
congratulation. There is therefore no excess in this portion of the force. 


The female force employed, whilst large, is not in excess of the requirements. There are 
times, when the minor coinage is being particularly pressed, that the adjusters are without their 
regular work, but this is well employed by them in the manufacture of sleeves, aprons and bags, 
which other wise, would require to be done outside of the Institution. These periods of time 
seldom amount to three (3) days successively, and are certainly never in excess of that time. The 
force therefore is at all times well employed. 
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In the production of gold coinage, the orders for which are not yet completed, the female 
force is certainly not in excess of the work required — if anything it is scarcely sufficient, as 
experience has shown that fourteen (14) hours of labor in the Adjusting Room, with all the scales 
employed, are required to complete the work the other rooms produce in from eight (8) to ten 
(10) hours. 


I am clearly of the opinion that we are accomplishing the work assigned us with the least 
possible cost to the Government, and, judging from the monthly reports made by the Assay 
Department of the Mint Bureau, in a manner entirely satisfactory to all concerned. 


Iam Sir, 

Very Respectfully, 
Your Obt. Servant 
O.C. Bosbyshell 
Coiner. 


